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EXPLANATIONS, 





Tue Numbers of this Code of Signals, can be made with 
such flags as are usually in the possession of the Merchant 
Vessels of the United States; being “six in number, blue* 
and white, with duplicate numbers of each flag, and a Con- 
versation flag.” 

The Conversation flag, when used alone, is an answer- 
ing flag to any, and to all signals; meaning merely, that 
the signal is seen. “ Assent,” or “ Yes,” is a distinct sig- 
nal, and will be found in its appropriate place. : 

The Conversation flag, hoisted over any signal, makes it 
a preparatory signal. ‘Thus: the signal “to Anchor,” when 
hoisted under the Conversation or Preparative flag, means 
prepare to Anchor. 

The Conversation flag, hoisted under any other flag, 
designates the signal to be a vessel’s number. 

Whenever it may be desirable to use any other Code of 
Signals, as Parker’s for instance, a signal (No. 1454,) of 
this Code, will be made to announce the intention. The 
flags in all signals are to be read from the top down. 

Such signals as apply more particularly to the “ Evolu- 
tions of the Squadron,” have, for more convenient reference, 
been brought together at the end of the collection. 





* Any member of the Club may substitute red for the blue, 
in the usual signal flags. 





GBYERAL ORD. 





NO VESSEL TO PASS OUT OF SIGNAL DISTANCE, WITHOUT 
PERMISSION, OR INSTRUCTIONS TO THAT EFFECT. 





*ALPHABETICAL 


LIS? OF SIGNALS 





BOAT OWNERS AND THEIR NUMBERS. 


1 A. or John C. Stevens’ Yacht. 
2 B. “ Hamilton Wilkes es 
2 C. * John ©. Jay ee 
4 D. “ Messrs. Edgars 
5 E. “ James M. Waterbury “ 
6 F. “ George B. Rollins =“ 


inc. * L.A. Depad Bs 
12 H. “ James Rogers 
13 I. “ Henry Robinson 2 
14 J. “ Wm. E. Miller a 
15 K. “ Wm. Emmet “ 








* The numbers attach to the owners of the boats, and are 


assigued to 
the Club. 
attaches to 


them in the order they were elected members of 
In the case of the sale of a boat, the. number still 
the owner, if he designs to remain a boat owner. 


ean 
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16 L. or C. Miller’s Yacht. 
21 M. “ David Sears, Jr. &“ 
22 N. “ Wm. D. Pickman aa 
23 O. “ N. B. Palmer es 


24 P. “ Geo. Cadwallader 3 
25 Q. “ Wm. P. Winchester « 
26 R. “ J. Prescott Hall " 
31S. “ Messrs. Suydam “ 
32 T. 

33 U. 

34 V. 

35 W. 

36 X. 

41 Y, 

42, Z. 

43 Abandon the pursuit. 

44 Act at your discretion. 

45 Afloat—are you? 

46 Afloat—I am. 

51 Aground I am. 

52 Aground is No. — 

53 Aground I have been. 

54 Aground—are you ? 


| 55 Ahead go! and prepare to execute the following sig- 
nals : 


56 Ahead is No. — 

61 All is right. 

62 All is not right. 

63 Anchor, (come to an anchor.) 





- 


‘ 


64 Anchor where you are. 
65 Anchor in the most convenient berth. 
66 Anchor, and show a light after dark, for other vessels 
to run in by. 
112 Anchor in the order of sailing which will be shown 
after this. 
113 Anchor—may I? 
114 Anchor—you will not. 
115 Anchor—I wish to before dark. 
116 Anchor—! wish to, at a place that will be spelt im- 
mediately after this. 
121 Anchor—mine I cannot purchase. 
122 Anchorage—look into and reconnoitre. 
123 Anchorage is good. 
124 Anchorage is not good. 
125 Annul all previous signals. 
126 Annul all signals since the number which will be 
shown after this. 
131 Annulled is signal No. — (to be shown after this.) 
132 Annul the last signal. 
133 Answered—have all the squadron ? 
134 Answered—all the squadron have. 
135 Assent, or yes. 
136 Assistance—do you require any ? 
141 Assistance I require. 
142 Assistance I require immediately. 
143 Assistance—send more. 
144 Assistance—lI will render all in my power. 
145 Assistance I can render. 
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146 Assistance I cannot render. 

151 Assistance render to the vessel in distress. 

152 Astern—all other vessels will keep, of the vessel, 
whose number will be shown immediately after this. 

153 Astern is No. — 

154 Attention pay more, to signals or instructions. 

155 Anchor. 

156 Assistance. 

161 American. 


162 
163 
164 
165 
166 


211 Bear away together and preserve the relative order of 
sailing. 

212 Bear away together and preserve your relative posi- 
tions. 

213 Bear away and steer as will be shown by compass 
signal, or for a Port, or Anchorage that will be spelt 
after this. 

214 Bear. How does the vessel whose number will be 
shown, or the place that will be spelt after this ? 





215 Bilged, is No. — 

216 Bilged, I am. 

221 Boats, send one on board of me, or to the vessel whose 
number will be shown after this. 

223 Breakers, right ahead. 

224 Breakers, will be shown by compass signal. 

225 Ballast. 

226 Beef. 

231 Block (single.) 

232 Block (double.) 

233 Boat. 

234 Bob-stay. 

235 Boom, Main. 

236 Boom, Jib. 

241 Bowditch’s pene. 

242 Bottles. 

243 Boards. 

244 Binnacle. 

245 Bowsprit. 

246 Bread. 

251 Breaker or Keg. 

252 Brandy. 

253 Breakfast. 

254 Brig. 

255 Bushel. 

256 Boat. 

261 Boat, pilot. 

262 Boat, Steam. 


263 


to 
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264 


265 


— 266 


311 Capsized is No. — 

312 Captains come on board. 

313 Cast off the tow. 

314 Cast to starboard. 

315 Cast to Port. 

316 Chart of the coast or harbor—have you ? 

321 Chart of the coast or harbor, I have. 

322 Chart of the coast or harbor, I have not. 

323 Chase or race—may I? 

324 Chase or race ut your discretion. 

325 Chase or race, discontinue. 

326 Chase by Compass Signal. 

331 Choaked are my pumps. 

332 Come within hail. 

334 Communication with the shore, have you had any ? 

335 Communication, have you any to make ? 

336 Communication I have to make. 

341 Compass, mine is out of order. 

342 Compasses, ours cannot agree. 

343 Continue the race or chase. 

344 Course, keep yours. 

345 Course, what do you think best to steer, during the 
night ? 


iW 


COMPASS SLENWALS: 


346 North. 
351 N. by E. | 
352 N.N. E. 


353 N. EK. by N. 


354 N. E. 


355 N. EB. by EB. 


356 E.N. E. 
361 K. by N. 
362 East. 

363 E. by S. 
364 E.S. E. 


365 S. E. by E. 


366 S. E. 

411 8S. E. byS 
412 S.S. E. 
413 S. by E 
442 

443 


445 


414 South. 

415 S. by W. 

416 8. 8S. W. 

421 8S. W.byS. 
422 S. W. 

423 S. W. by W. 
424 W,S. W. 
425 W. by S. 

426 West. 

431 W. by N. 
432 W.N. W. 
433 N. W. by W. 
434 N. W. 

435 N. W. by N. 
436 N. N. W. 
44) N. by W. 


446 Damage, have you sustained any ? 
451 Damage, I have sustained. 
452 Damage, I cannot repair without a return to port, 


ES FI 
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453 Damage I can repair. 

454 Danger I am in. 

455 Danger, right ahead ! 

456 Danger, I fear. 

461 Danger, fear none. 

462 Danger you are running into or near. 
463 Disabled is my 
464 Discontinue the race or chase. 

465 Discontinue the race or chase, at option. 

466 Discontinue the preparations heretofore directed. 
511 Disregard my motions. 

512 Dissent or refusal. 

513 Distress I am in, and sinking. 

514 Distress I am in, and on fire. 

515 Doubtful or uncertain. 

516 Drifting, I am. 

521 Drifting, you are. 

522 Drifting, is No. — 

523 Deep-sea lead and line. 

524 Dinner. 

525 Dollars. 





526 
531 
532 


533 English. | 


13 
534 Ensign. 


535 
536 
541 


542 Fill away. 

543 Follow my motions. 

544 Follow not my motions. 

545 Furl sails. 

546 Furnish me, can you, with ——? 
551 Furnish you, [ can, with ——. 
552 Fathoms. 

553 Fish. 

554 Fishes, for a spar. 

556 Fish line. 

561 Fish hooks. 

562 Fore sail. 

563 Fore mast. 

564 Fore gaff. 

565 Fore top-mast. 

566 Fore foot. 

611 French. 

612 Frigate. 


613 


614 


Sere 
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615 


616 


621 Go ahead. 

622 Go about. . 

623 Go ahead and give the soundings in feet, when less 
than three fathoms. 

624 Go ahead and look out for land or danger. 

625 Go to windward and repeat signals to the squadron. 

626 Go to leeward and repeat signals to the squadron. 

631 Gaff, fore. 

632 Gaff, main. 

633 Gaff topsail. 

634 Gallon. 

635 Gin. 

636 Glass-spy. 

641 Glass—log. 


642 
643 
644 
Hail come within, (see No. 332.) 
645 Harbor can you enter? 


646 Harbor enter and anchor. 
651 Harbor or anchorage, look into and reconnoitre. 


(= 
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652 Heave to. 
653 Haul down your number. 
654 Hoist your number. 
655 Hoist your distinguishing flag. 
656 
661 


662 





LMHUVSRROGATORL SPGMALS. 


663 Are you ready for sea ? 
664 At what rate do you intend to sail during the ap- 
proaching night, or fog ? 
Can you furnish me with 
665 Can you fetch into port ? 
1122 Can you weather, on this tack, the danger or vessel 
to leeward? 
1123 Have you seen the land ? 
1124 Have you any communications for me ? 
1125 How does the land bear ? 
1126 How fast are you going by log ? 
1132 Has the mail arrived ? 
1133 How long will it take you to repair damages ? 
1134 How long will it take you to execute the following 
signal or signals ? | 





? (See No. 546.) 
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1135 How long can you continue on the cruise ? 

1136 How much do you want? 

1141 How bears ? (spell the place.) 

1142 Is any vessel acquainted with the coast or harbor, 
and willing to lead in? 

1143 What do you make of the stranger ? 

1144 What do you want? 

1145 What is your latitude ? 

1146 What is your longitude ? 

1152 When will you be ready for sea ? 

1153 When do you expect to sail ? 

1154 When did you leave Port ? 

1155 When did you separate from No. — ? 

1156 Where did you separate from No, —? 

1161 What soundings have you ? 





1162 

1163 

1164 

1165 Inch, or inches. 
1166 “ one-quarter. 
1212 “ one-half. 

1213 “ three-quarters. 
1214 Ink. 


1215 





1's 
1216 
1221 Jib. 
1223 Jib-boom. 
1224 Jib-stay. 
1225 Jigger. 
1226 
1231 


1232 





1233 Land ho! the bearing will be shown. 
Land, go ahead and look out for. (See No. 624.) 
Land, have you seen? (See No. 1123.) 

Land, how does it bear? (See No. 1125.) 

1234 Land, I wish to make before dark. 

1235 Land, when do you expect to make it ? 

1236 Lead into harbor or through danger, the vessel will, 

whose number will be shown immediately after this. 

1241 Lead the squadron, and don’t go into shoaler water 

than will be shown by the next signal. 

1242 Leak, I have sprung. 

1243 Leak increases. 

1244 Leak is stopped. 

Lend me, will you? (See No. 546.) 
Lend you, I can. (See No. 651.) 
1245 Lend you, I cannot. 





3 
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1246 Light, I will carry ong during the night. 

1251 Light, carry one during the night, I will carry two. 
1252 Light, yours was bad during the night. 

1253 Light, show none during the night. 

1254 Loose sails. 

1255 Lost is my ——. 


1256 


1261 Lamp. 

1262 Lamp oil. 

1263 Lead, deep sea. 
1264 Line, deep sea. 
1265 Lead, hand. 
1266 Lead line. 
1312 Letters. 

1313 Line, fishing. 
1314 Line, tow. 
1315 Log line. 

1316 Log reel. 


1321 
1322 
1323 
1324 Make the best of your way to the intended port, or to 


a place that will be designated immediately after 
this. 
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1325 Man, is sick. 
1326 Man, is injured. 
1331 Man, is overboard. 
Mail, has it arrived? (See No. 1132.) 
1332 Mail has arrived. 
1334 Mail has not arrived. 
1335 Mail is being made up. 
1336 Manceuvre in squadron. 
1341 Medical aid, I require. 


1342 
1343 


1344 Man. 

1345 Main boom. 
1346 Main gaff. 
1351 Main mast. 
1352 Main sail. 
1353 Marline. 
1354 Marlinspike. 
1355 Mast, main. 
1356 Mast, fore. 
1361 Mast hoops. 
1362 Mast head. 
1363 Medicine. 
1364 Medical aid. 
1365 Miles or Knots. 
1366 Molasses 
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1412 Money. 
1413 Musket 


1414 
1415 
1416 


1421 Negative; No; None; or Nothing. 
1422 News. (See Communication.) 
1423 Nails. 

1424 Needles. 

1425 Newspapers. 


1426 
1431 


1432 Obtain for me ——. 

1433 Overboard, a man has fallen. 

1434 Overboard, something has fallen, look out for it in my 
wake. 

1435 Overpressed, I am, with sail. 


1436 


1441 





£ 
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1442 

1443 Oakum. 
1445 Oar. 
1446 Oil. 
1451 Onions. 
1452 


1453 





1454 Parker’s Signals, refer to, for the meaning of my 
next. 

1455 Part company, my disabilities oblige me to. 

1456 Part company, you may. 

1461 Part company, I must, and request a vessel to accom- 
pany me. 

1462 Parted is my ——. 

1463 Pass, I wish to windward. 

1464 Pass, I wish to leeward. 

1465 Permission is requested to execute the following 
signal. 

1466 Pilot is in sight. 

1512 Pilot, have you one? 

1513 Pilot, I have. 

1514 Pilot, I have not. 

1515 Pilot cannot be procured. 

1516 Pilot is doubtful and unwilling to run. 

1521 Port, can you fetch? 
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1522 Port, I can fetch. ~ 

1523 Port, I cannot fetch. 

1524 Port, run for the next. 

1525 Position, is yours safe ? 

1526 Position, mine is safe. 

1531 Position, mine is not safe. 

1532 Prepare to execute the following signal. 
Procure for me——. (See No. 1432.) 

1533 Purchase, I cannot, my anchor. 

1534 Purchase, send the best you can. 

1535 Purchase for me —— 





1536 
1541 
1542 


1543 Palms, (sail makers.) 
1544 Pepper. 
1545 Pilot. 

1546 Pistol. 
1551 Pilot Boat. 
1552 Plank. 
1553 Pounds. 
1554 Pork. 
1556 Potatoes. 
1561 Powder. 
1562 Provisions. 
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1563 


1564 
1565 


1566 Quadrant. 
1612 Quart. 


1613 


1614 Race. 

1615 Range up mote abreast. 

1616 Rate that I intend to sail during the night, or threat- 
ened fog, will be shown after this. 

1621 Ready, are you for sea ? 

1622 Ready, are you to proceed ? 

1623 Ready, I am to proceed. 

1624 Ready, I am not to proceed. 

1625 Reef, take one in the Jib; or off Bonnet, if on. 

1626 Reef, take one in the Fore-sail; or, take another. 

1631 Reef, take one in the Main-sail; or, take another. 

1632 Refer to written instructions. 

1633 Refer to Parker’s Signals for the meaning of my next. 

1634 Refer to Parker’s Signals for the meaning of my last. 

1635 Rendezvous at——— (spell the place.) 

1636 Repeat signals. 

1641 Return to Port or Anchorage. 
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1642 Returned, or put back, has No. —— 
1643 Run foul of, I have been. | 
1644 Run in and anchor as soon as you can, showing sig- 


nal lights, if necessary, to guide the other vessels 
of the squadron. 


1645 
1646 


1651 Rope. 
1652 Rudder. 
1653 Rum. 


1654 


1655 Sail, the strange, what do you make of her? 
1656 Sail, overpressed with, I am, 

1661 Sail, make. 

1662 Sail, make more. 

1663 Sail, make all you can. 

1664 Sail, shorten, 

1665 Sails, furl. 

2112 Sails, loose. 

2113 Send for it. 

2114 Send, I will, for it. 


2115 Short, I am, of _—., 

2116 Shoal water. 

2121 Situation, is yours safe and agreeable? 

2123 Situation, mine is safe. 

2124 Situation, would mine be better with you, than re- 
maining where I am ? 

2125 Soundings, go ahead to obtain. 

2126 Soundings, what have you ? 

2131 Soundings, I cannot obtain. 

2132 Signal, mine you appear to have misunderstood. 

2133 Signal, is yours correct? 

2134 Signal, repeat your last. 

2135 Signal, show yours more distinctly. 

2136 Signal, yours I cannot distinguish. 

2142 Signals, repeat all since No. — 

2143 Signals, repeat mine to the vessel, or vessels for 
which they are designed. 

2144 Signals, look for the meaning of the next in the 
“General Code,” or Parker’s. 

2145 Speak with you, I wish to. 

2146 Speak the stranger, to obtain intelligence. 

2151 Split is my 

2152 Sprung is my —— 

Sprung a leak, I have. (See No. 1242.) 

2153 Squadron, to manceuvre. 

2154 Squadron, have all answered the signal ? 

2155 Squadron, all have answered the signal. 

2156 Station, resume yours. | 


2161 Station, preserve yours. 
4 
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1262 Stay by the vessel whose number will be shown. 
2163 Strange sail, what do you make of her? 
2164 Strange sail is‘a —~ 


2165 Supply me, can you, with. 2 





2166 
2211 


2213 Salt. 

2214 Sail, Gaff-top-sail. 
2215 Sail, Fore. 

_ 2216 Sail, Main. 

2231 Sail needles. 
2233 Saw. 

2234 Sextant. 

2235 Shot. 

2236 Spy-glass. 

2241 Square sail yard. 
2243 Square sail. 

2244 Stay sail yard. 
2245 Stay, jib. é’ 
2246 Stay, main. 

2251 Stay, triatic. 
2253 Stationary. 

2254 Strange sail. 
2255 Sugar. 

2256 Sweeps. 
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2261 Stay sail. 


2263 


2264 


2265 


2266 
2311 
2312 
2313 
2314 
2315 
2316 
2321 
2323 
2324 
2325 
2326 
2331 
2332 
2334 
2335 
2336 
2341 
2342 


Tack ship. 

Tow a particular vessel to be designated. 
Tide, when will it make ? 

Tide, will make or suit, at —— 


flood. 

a quarter flood. 
half flood. 

three quarters flood. 
last of the flood. 
slack water. 

high water. 

ebb. 

a quarter ebb. 
half ebb. 

three quarters ebb. 
low water. 

turn of the tide. 


Time, Now. 


6 


Never. 





- 


2343 Time, Past time. 


2344 
2345 
2346 
2351 
2452 
2353 


6c 


“c 


it9 


“ 


“ss 
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2354 Tea. 
2355 Tiller. 


Future time. 
Minutes. 
Hours. - 
Days. 
Weeks. 
Months. 


2356 Triatic stay. 
2361 ‘Topmast. 
2362 Towline. 
2363 Twine. 


2364 
2365 


2366 


2411 Underway, to get. 


2412 Underway, when do you expect to get ? 





2413 Underway, I wish to get, at 
2414 Unable, I am, to comply with your signal. 


. 2415 Unknown. 


2416 


2421 
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2423 Vessel, Man of War. 


2424 
2425 
2426 
2431 
2432 
2433 
2434 
2435 
2436 
2441 
2442 


2443 


2445 


2446 


Merchantman. 
Revenue Cutter. 
Ship. 

Brig. 
Schooner. 
Sloop. 

Packet. 

Boat. 
Steamboat. 
Pilot boat. 
Yacht. 


2451 Wants, yours I can supply. 
2452 Wants, yours I cannot supply. 
2453 Want, I am in, of —— 


2454 Watch. 
2455 Water. 
2456 Wood. 


2461 


2462 








EVOLUTIONS OF THE SQUADRON. 


GENERAL ORDER. 


Every Evolution will commence to be executed, as the 
signal directing it, is beginning to be hauled down. 
Special but temporary numbers will be assigned to each 
vessel of the squadron for the time being, by which they 
will be governed in the various evolutions that they may 
be required to perform. 


The signals for the “ Evolution of the Squadron,” being 
duplicate numbers of the General signals, will be known as 
such by the Commodore hoisting a Fly Pennant under his 
Broad Pennant, during the time he wishes the squadron to 
be exercised in Evolutions. 





1 Anchor ; in the order that will be directed by the next 
signal. 

2 Bear up; and steer as will be shown by Compass Signal. 

3 Close more on the commodore. 

4 Close-more to starboard. 

5 Close more to port. 
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6 Close more on the van. 

11 Close more on the centre. 

12 Close more on the rear. 

13 Commodore wil! lead, other vessels to follow without 
regard to particular order. | 

14 Disregard my motions. 

15 Disregard all particular order of sailing. 

16 Follow my motions. 

21 Follow into port, or through danger, the vessel whose 
number will be shown. 

22 Form:the First order of sailing. 

23 -Form'the Second order of sailing. 

24 Form the Third order of sailing. 

25 Form the'Fourth order of sailing. 


Lines Ahead. 


Ist Order. 2d Order. 3d Order. 4th Order. 


‘Commo: 0 9 0 3 0 a 
2 0 8s 0 6 0 70 
3 0 70 rd ae 5 0 
40 6 0 20 3 0 
5 0 s°Q Commo: 0 Commo: 0 
6 0 40 3 0 2 0 
70 3 0 5 0 40 
s 0. 2 0 70 6 0 
9 Q Commo: 0 2 0 3 0 





Lines Abreast. 


26 Form the Fifth order of Sailing. 
9.0. 0 0-8 TEAR (GH biegg | 
Vessels’ Nos. 9 8 7 6 5 | 4 3 2 Com mo: 
31 Form the Sixth order of Sailing. 
Ct ea ye Peli By wa) 
@ ad sive edie 


Commo: ? ee hah ss 


32 Form the Seventh order of Sailing. 
Oke) a 0 
8 


St BRR eo? 8 


aoe 
a) 
i—) 


© 


33 Form the Eighth order of Sailing. 


ae Oe era ap OF ant. 
POT otal 18: Comntol> £2 


a 
a 
Lo) 


34 Form the Ninth order of Sailing, or forty-five degrees 


of bearing abaft the Commodore’s beam. 


Commo: 0 


0 3 2 0 
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35 Form the Tenth order of Sailing, or forty-five degrees 
before the beam. 


0, s 0 
| 07 6 0 
0 s mt) 


03 2 0 
Commo: 0 


36 Form the Eleventh order of Sailing. 


0 

Commo: 
6 2 1 5] 
0 0 0 

or 0 here. 
8 a 3 7 
0 0 

or 0 here. 


41 Form the Line Ahead, without regard to particular 
positions. 

42 Form the Line Abreast, without regard to particular 
positions. 

43 Fill away. 

44 Haul by the wind on the Starboard tack. 

45 Haul by the wind on the Larboard tack. 

46 Heave too. 

51 Make more sail. 

52 Open more the order of sailing. 

5 
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_ 58 Pay more attention to signals. > 

i i 54 Pay more attention to the preservation of the onder of 

iF sailing. 

iy 55 Shorten sail. 

56 Take distance, at one quarter of a cable’s length. (A 
cable’s length is 120 fathoms.) 

61 Take disuenad at half a cable’s length. 

62 Take distance at one quarter of asmile. 

63 Take distance at half a mile. 

64 Take distance at three quarters of a mile. 

65 Take distance at the number of miles that will be 
shown after this. 

66 Wear together. ; 

112 Wear in succession, beginning at the van ; ‘the lead- 
ing vessel to run free, till she can haul’ by’ “the wind 
in the wake of the rearmost; the others to: follow i in 
the wake of the leading vessel. 





=f 7. 7 bal 








